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Greetings from Your Friends at
Whitehouse School!

Dear WHS Famiilies,

It has been an exciting Fall! We are so happy
to be as “back to normal” as possible, and we
hope to continue to be able to enhance our
program as the situation with the pandemic
improves.

We are still focusing on the 3 district Strategic
Plan goals. Building social awareness and
cultivating partnerships are two of our ongoing
endeavors. The third goal is to promote
inquisitive learning in the classroom and foster
critical thinking in students.

STUDENTS SHOULD QUESTION
ANSWERS AS OFTEN AS THEY
ANSWER QUESTIONS.
e e

We are Cubs of Character!!!
Please continue to discuss acts of good
character with your child as he/she earns your
permission to shade in pieces from his/her
bucket filler puzzle. Please click here to
download the Gratitude bucket. The focus of
our gratitude character trait will center on the
affirmation: I am grateful for the people in my
life, and I appreciate the things that I have.

Happy Thanksgiving

to You and Yours!
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Whitehouse School Mission
The mission of Whitehouse School is to provide children
with a nurturing environment where they will feel safe
and accepted. Our school community encourages respect
and builds independence while fostering academic and
personal growth, while creating a love of learning.

Extra, Extra, Read ALL ABOUT US!!!
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CHECK OUT 2 AMAZING NEWS
DISTINCTIONS FOR WHS...
According to U.S. News & World Report,
Whitehouse School Ranks Among the Top 7%
of BEST Elementary Schools in New Jersey!

https://www.usnews.com/education/ki12/new-jerse
/badge-eligible-school-251508
&

Whitehouse School Recognized as a Leader on
Climate Change Education

and Featured on Governor Murphy’s Website!
Click here for more information.
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Mindful Moment

"The real gift of gratitude is that the more grateful you
are, the more present you become.”" ~Robert Holden
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Thematic (nit News

WHS is getting ready for our school-wide
thematic unit. As you know, we will be
celebrating the brilliance of'Beverly Cleary this
year by reading Henry Huggins and Ribsy,

who are best friends.

The WHS Library would like to “fetch” photos
of'students and their best friends. Please send
in a small photo to Mrs. Zanardi. The picture
should feature best friends (labeled with the
gtudent name and class on the back). As
submissions arrive, Mrs. Zanardi will add them
to a bulletin board in the main hallway.

P.S. You may interpret “best friend” anyway
you want (e.g, dog, cat, fish, human, stuffed
animal, etec)



https://www.readington.k12.nj.us/cms/lib/NJ01000244/Centricity/Domain/456/Gratitudebucket.pdf
https://www.usnews.com/education/k12/new-jersey/badge-eligible-school-251508
https://www.usnews.com/education/k12/new-jersey/badge-eligible-school-251508
https://www.state.nj.us/governor/admin/fl/climate.shtml
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Learning & Growing..

our children’ fm d healthy ways of
dealing with their feelings — ways
that don’t hurt them or anyone
else — we're helping to make our
world a safer, better place.

Mister Rogers

Awareness
) Weeks Photos

L ]

et my Friends And Follow all my
1 Rules By

October was awareness month where|we/ highlighted lmporfan
Topics such as respect, heal‘rhy ¢opmg skills, conflccT resolutio
making posmve fmendsh:p choices it | ;
(l ‘
S‘rudem‘s and staff celebrated The We 'k of Respect fr'orn
October 4th-8th. The topics of r'es*pec‘r and good choices were
discussed. Students described ways {fo show respect and comple‘red
Friendship Pledge cards.| On Octaber 4 h, we observed World Day
of Bullying Prevention by wearing blue td show world-wide solidarity
in eliminating bullying. We concluded the week by wearing our Red
Cub Shirts for a school spirit: day to show unity because WHS
students/expect r‘especfI | !

The week of October 181‘h 22nd was d SIgna‘red as School' V;olen
Awareness Week. The students and staff wore purple on Tuesd
October 21st, as'a reminden that we use different ways to s
problems rather than to hurt each othe with our words
Students also c[)mple‘red Friendship pos en wher'e they il
the kind of fr'lend ‘rhey wdn‘r to be.

ay with a pr'eser
from the Readmg‘ron VolunTer Flr'e Depar‘t en’r
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-Pack extra

maskﬂin back
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Ise a CLEAN
ask every day
¢'a change
othes in case
P child spills
iS7/her water,
alls injthe mud,
or"-slidgs down a
wet slide.
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“Pigle% noiiced
that even|though
he had a very
small heart, it
could hold a

As we are getting into these winten mom‘,hs,f! below are a few!

tips that'can help keep our kids healthy: |

this age group) . ‘;

e | Drink around 5 cups of water a day

e  Eat an assortment of fruits and vegetables
In season now are: )

o apples, blueberries, broccoli, broccoli rabe,

brussels sprouts, cabbage, cranberries, kale,
leeks, parsley, pears, pumpkins, squash,

e 60 minutes|a day of physical activity|

e (Good oral hygiene - flossing and brusihing (2 minutes)

|
|
e  Getting enough sleep (10-12 hours is‘Lecommended fon

i
“li |

the best form of defense against illnesses. (Common colds,

‘ (inlier gl i bl 2

Our kids are doin? great with handwashmg.lI‘r continues to be,

strep throat and stomach bugs are all still
‘ )

round.
| L
AR Y | WA
Please teach your children how to blow their nosés, and insist
that they wash T‘neir‘.hands immediately ‘af‘rer'wdlf‘d.
' If you child is hc}'ving COVID symptoms and will be absent,
please call our aftendance line 908-534-4411 and give a reason
for the absence, T may need ‘To:call you back to clarify
symptoms. Bl Mt i 1
| | |
Check out my website, under| the "Our School” ’rfxb on the WHS
site. In it you can find forms, information on annual screenings,
COVID information, if_nmuniza‘ri ns and éommuni Yy resources.
‘ f |
i il
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Heminders

]
Nov. 4 & 5 School Closed
Nov. 174#h Picture Retake
Nov a‘i h Early Dismissal
] 5,26/School Closed

¢

Character
i Corner

gn&brgar?n spent the

first few days of school
building athew community of
fr‘iegds.,..t’

: Th “ e little kindergartners
qIecxr'ned so much
l ady...How to be a buckeT

filler, reciting the Pledge of
Allegiance flag salute and
the WHS Cheer, Reading
Workshap, Writing
Workshop anc{so much
more.

November is :Ihe month we
will be focusing on
Gratitude. The children will
lear how to display thanks,
ppreciation & gratitude for
2beople in their life and
ngs they have. We

ading a few“books about
9€ing thankful, such as
ratitude Soup.

We are so grateful for your
continued support and
flexibility during this
adventurous limdergarten
year! |

1

1

|

The kmder'gar"ren children will| con‘rmué their phonemic
awareness study of letters and sounds this month, The boys a
girls will be actively involved in many sltar'ed reading experiences,

handwriting, word study, and retelling activities where the letter
sounds will be emphasized. |Blending sounds, making, and reading
short vowel words are some of the ways the children will utilize
their vowel knowledge. They will also l:le encouraged to include
vowels in their writing. Don't for‘ge’r to review those sight words
at home, foo! | ‘ ‘

In science, we will be working hard and learning a lot about trees
and weather. We will continue to par‘T}cipaTe in many |
investigations|such as observing trees at home using our five
senses, comparmg trees and leaves fon similarities and >
dlffer'ences communicating our observations verbally and.
drawings and Iabelmg with a word or two. .Our little scie:
will also be observing and comparing weather by using thél
senses and tools, recording weather o ser'v?'hons using pict
and words. We have some very active little kmder'gar"ren
scientists! 0 : | [

| |
In math, ‘rhellkinder'gar"renér's will be building counting skills with
numbers up 140 10, learning to compare within 10 and will be
sorting and qoum‘mg obJec‘Ys by attributes SUCh as color, shap,

size and weight.
r

Americans and Pllgr'lms We will be very bUfy in kindergarten this,
November! | Q}.‘:f o
%] e
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Children will be learning about pumpkins, ’ru{"keys Native =

.- =
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Students should
continué to practice
hls/heq snap words

we fdy

e will be no school
1 the following dates:
vember 4th

‘ ' \
One way our class has

connected is by
ident‘lfy‘in and |
expressing/an array o%‘
feelmgs e have
been' closély paying
attention| 'ro the

feelings jf story
haracters and acting

‘ ' |
Our first graders have kicked off this year in an extremely
positive way! We have made ne‘i/v friends, renewed old
friendships, and come together as new classroom communities.

In Writer's Workshop, we are finishing our. Small Moments unit
of study and moving into How-To Books. Students will be = |
working on how to explicitly tell someon# how to do some'rhmg
using organizational words such as first, next, then, and last.
In Reader's Workshop, we are working on becoming avid'
readers by setting goals for reading and using strategies to
tackle tricky words. In Phonics, we are learning how to spell
words by sfre’rchmg out. the sounds ThaF we hear.

In Math, we are working in Um'r 1. This unit extends
children’s understanding of adding and §ub'rr'ac1'mg within_1
At home, you) are encouraged to practice These skills usiny
your child's i- Ready account (t

Our Social Studies unit focused on communifies citizenship,
laws, and rulés The children have been Iearnmg about laws
and rules as they apply Them at school and‘in the community.
This unit fn‘# in very mcely with our Socml nd Emotional
Learning (SEL) program. . i | ? !
l )

[ 1%

In Science, we are observing Sound and Light. In this um'r, L ". ;

'

students will learn that sound comes from vibrating objects. |
They will explore volume and pitch. When they study light,

students will work with sources and recelveds They will w};'
explore how to use sound cujmd light devices fo communicate
mfor'mcmon7 ! ,I | | ,

! 2R, 1] l
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Reminders

]
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No_ 8‘\00!
174, 111/5 and
25, 11/26

Character
) Corner

Second graders show
good char‘acfer*l This
Noveriber we are
talking about
Gratitude. $Tuden’rs
will legfin haw to
showgratitude and
identify different
things Theyiar‘e

'-_. ul for. When

thi mon'rh have him
color ina
puzzle piece.
Encourage your child
to bring back his or
her bucket|at the
end of the ‘mom‘h.

|

|

Autumn greetings from Second Grade!
We have been very busy building our stamina and
learning strategies to strengthen oun reading
accuracy, fluency and comprehension skills. As you
read with your child at home, stop ang

questions about the characters on plat. Remind your
child to "chunk out” tricky words andTTo read smooThly

 with expression!| |

Second graders will soon begin to exﬁlor‘e nonfiction in |

both Readers and Writers Workshop, Students will be
immersed inh factual information and will learn how to.4
glean important information, researc ’roplcs and
identify diffenent characteristics ofj1 noméuc‘non books.
By the end of the Writing unit, students will have
researched and written an :‘infor'ma’rionalft%ook.

|

 Mathematicians have been busy Iearmng v’amous

addition, subtraction and word problem-solving
strategies. We will con‘rmuja strengthening our math
discourse skills using a variety of S‘rra’regLes to solve
problems. Utilizing My Path on i-Ready and Reflex
Math will also allow students extra prac‘qce
: 1‘
Scientists continue their qunurney ‘rhr'oug our Pebbles,
Sand and Silt unit) In socidl sfudnes s‘ru§en‘rs will
learn about the roles and r spon5|b|ln‘le of citizens
and goyernment. Also students will practice map skills

and learn abouf directionali ‘ry and elements of a map.
|

ask him or her |
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AII sfud ts should

Learning & Growing..

Sharacter
) Corner

Our/students are
engaged in routine
school-wide and daily
classroom Social
Emo |onajLearn|ng
(SEL) activities such
as Morning ‘Meehngs,
SelfRefle¢tions and
Mmdﬂ*lness
Exeraises.

Our theme for
| November is

ouraging your
d to demonstrate
|| these positive
character/traits at
home. By the end of
each\month, please
encoufrage your child
to comple‘r‘e his/hen
monthly/bucket
I puzzle.
{ |

|
|

The weathern is getting cooler, buT things are
really heating up in third grade! Citizenship has been
the third grade focus during social studies. We have
learned about rights, responsibilities and ways to|be a
goodcitizen. After celebrating ConsmLu’rlon Day |
on September 17, each class created their own !Class
Constitution” which established the frramework of rules
by which a positive learning environment is maintained
within the classroom.

Moving on to math, students are|using problem
solving strategies such as equations, drawings and
explanations to 'express their thinking" and validate
their answers with'extended responses. Building

multiplication and division fact fluency|is also part of =l |

our lessons. Students will continue to practice with
the goal of mastering the 0-10 facts by the middle of
March. Many resources are in place within|the
classroom to helpour sTuden’rs achieve this goal.' At
home, students are encouraged to regularly log onto
their student qccoun‘rs in R?flex Math. | J

Each day, the children are actively engaging in
literacy.! The E:egmnmg of tgur' year focuses on building
routines and stamina in both reading and writing.
Students are mdependen’rly reading and wriiting for
longer periods of time. The writing genre for this
marking period is Personal Narrative. | The students are
gathering idegs from their ecorated writers
notebooks anc fr'om people tnd places in T’Eelr lives

that maT’rer‘ mosT 170 them. ,
l ‘

|
/ \
‘ i
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Wurie Levesque

sue@readington.k12.nj.us

Mrs.

Character
Corner

‘B is the
of

small,
day L
ices |
IEﬁnes

Dear Families, , A l

We have had the most amazmg start to the school yehr in
the Music Room! Students have been rngmg, playing | |
instruments, learning about rhythm$ and even taking a V1rtual
field trip to hear Soma de los Santos | an the Okie Dokie | | |
Brothers perform at the Poway Cenlter or the Performmg Arts!
This bilingual performance for Hrspan C Herltage Month

included songs from across North America and celebrated,the

collective power and j‘oy of singfging toge‘!her! | il

somos Amigos:
Songs on
Common Ground

Sept. 1 - Oct. 30, 2021 f

POVIAY M

0NSTAGE N
Virtual Field Trip ?

, 1

|
counting down the days untfll December an the arrlval of 0

special guest, / “The Nutcracker”! ‘He will bfing with him the' j
magrcal souqu of}yotr Tchalkovslqy s famous ballet, a hohday

classic! J i i

Sincerely, Mrs:. ]ievesque and Ms. Richter



mailto:llevesque@readington.k12.nj.us
mailto:jrichter@readington.k12.nj.us
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We are 3ﬂ'a+ePuI
to be makina
beautiful
in the art

artwork

classroo ml Coming
up infart; students

willlereate

based
gratitude using

4t \L"rwork

mmon art
ials| that
Yy ha

VE laccess
lat school.

«Just moke a
MARK and see
where it takes
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WHS! students celebrated |n+ernaﬂo|hal Do|+ D M N SePJrember lay
reaalinﬂ the book. 'The Dot', a s+qry that ilustrates growth
mindset, perseveratice, as well as the creative process and how,
art evolves. Students created their lown dots to celebrate \
International Dot Day: { {theait i 1 e : |
Ki'\déhgaﬁen Painted Primary Color Dots ,anf Printmaking Rings
First Grade: Texture Dots, Crayon, and Wate reolor (Wox Resist)
Second Grade: Concentric Balance'Cir‘;‘II‘efs |
Third Grade: Large Concentric Circles | | |
Students analyzed the artwork of Woassily lﬂanc{inc:-ky and
compared the elements ofart within his wo iL'k to their own.

)

In art, students have been working hard leakningfirﬁpor+an+

l

technical skills anf:l working with a variety of'art materiols.

Kindergarten st ents qué' been ‘lea‘rning_aloEqu' pr{imary and
secondary colors and Pr‘acﬁcin%] Fine motor Gkillf;_LGUCH as sakely
using scissors orid guing Students have crreated Rainbow Birds
of Color and will soon be in+r‘oc‘uced to clay and ¢olor mixing
First Grade students have been learning about va le and space.
Students drew pumpking' Pr‘o’mJlﬁe using observational skils and

were introduced to watercolor
| |
|

{ |
|

Second Grode f’rudénﬁg have been learning about Préporﬁon ond

creating Fdll trees From a
method. ' ‘

J

w,or‘rr’s eye view lusing the wox resist
|

|

Third Grade students|have beer creaﬁh?‘ beautiful £all landscapes
with @/ concentration on space, Pil\ing the Ppregrounc{,
middleéround ahd bac#:ar‘ound with £all riees.

y li | | AT

(RS A I ST

| |

‘- colored lpehcﬂé d- chalk. postels. |




Reminders

{

Please ,make sure
that )(éur' child has
48neakers and
‘comfortable

4 f0{lass.
A

Sharacter
) Corner

In PE class,
we‘%avk been
working on
Teamwirk and
how we show
r'espee‘r for
ourselves,

mmunity by
ollowing our
R.O.AR.

We have had an awesome start to the School year in P.E. We we
over rulesiand expectations in the| Gym T e students also learned
about several designated places W|th‘the

bases” and the Peace Corner. (Nt i 1

Our first unit involved cooperative ac’glvmles Each class focused

ym such as our “home

teamwork, cooperatlon strategy and corimunlcatlon skills. We

' also introduced some “core” games that ¢an be played throughout

the course of the school year. ‘

Our second unit'was soccer, where we w ] orkedion a variety of;s

such as foot drlbblmg, trapping, passing and shootlng We'6
the month with a spooktacular HaIIoweeEzw Um}

[ ‘. ‘ | | IJ
All of our units relnforce our s|pat|al awareness{ skills along W|th
' basic motor skllus such as sklpplng, galloping apd hopping at the
K-1 level. At the end of each c[lass we practlce5our mindfulness |
skills by havmga ‘mindful mlrlute where we |lperform act|V|t|es'th‘
brlng ourselvesfback-to calm

efore eX|t|ng th{e Gym. We will keeb
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Pleas help your
. H dren to
flemember to

‘ ‘g in their

< Thanks!
"~ Mrs§Zanardi ||
vzanardi@ adingTon.klZ.nj.usI
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GQaTifrude!

There is s}

can be grateful for

and Ijam éspecually
grdteful for books

and reFding.

much we

h"

s\ grateful to havel

e to re-read
orite book this
,‘ Fall

ha’r is a favorite
book that you feel
grateful to read?

Send me a message

with fh? title ...

This fall, Grade 3 parhcuﬁated in The
“Global Read Aloud" wn‘l'll students
from schools in Vietnam

We read 6 books written and illustrated by
Duncan Tonatiuh. Over one million students from
all over the world participated and read the same
books at the same time.

|

H|gh||gh‘rs for the commg months...

Ask your Kmdergarteners what a se;mes is. They wnll
respond, "More than one book about the same

character." We are exploring many ' Super Series"
(we fly like Superman when we read}one' that are
of interest to young chlldr'en to help in plr'e them

to read more.| .| | | [
|

' Grade 1 will Iqe comparing the content o,“f Fiction

books to Nonfiction books, as a prelude to a more in
depth study of nonfiction text fea’rur'esl in January.

Grade 2 will be celebr'ahrlg Thank59|vm as we read
narrative nonfiction books on how ThlS |
fest came tolbel » ‘:

It's coming, Grade 3! The]wal‘r is almost over. Soon

the students will learn how to use the scanner to
check out ’rhelr' oWn books. Woot woot! |
..TMr:s.\Zanardi

Keep up ‘rhe,grea‘r; reading!

and Virginia. :

orious food ¢/

}
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Wendy Reardon
908;634-4411ext.
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Sharacter
) Corner

Each month, one
grade |evel
c&npl tesa
lesson
showeasing our
Character
education theme:

oveml)er' the
raders will

In the Computer Lab, we are back in the swiné of things and chub i
along, full steam ahead. Each grade started the year of f with pr'o‘]e\cT
and activities designed to refresh and/or establish students’ bGSIC
computer skKills. Al fil

\ |

‘ 1 Y
In Kindergarten, students learned how to usj the mouse, touchpad and the

touch screen computers. ‘Students are mastering these skills by playmg
interactive games and activities on the computer. |

[ ! )
First graders mastered logging onto their coo}npu‘rers with their usernames
and passwords. Students also learned how hkoigaTe to our Google |
Classroom. Each student has had the opportunity to explore our Compufer'
Lab Virtual Classroom.’ [‘ ‘

We have also been bkac‘ricing our mouse skills. Students have been
clicking and draggmg to design some fall decdra’nons We are also Iearnlng
how to copy and pas‘re ‘

In second grade, we started the year of f by)logging into our Goog ‘
Classroom. ' Students created an avatar that looks ,ike them. In’
we will be using this avatar when students learn hO\I«/ to use Google

to create a presentation about ‘rhemselves 'l
‘ I

Students in Thlrdl gr‘ade also brushed up on their dompu’rer skills by
logging into Thelr'Google Classroom. Students cr'etz:red an All About Us

slide. This activity allowed each §‘ruden’r to lear'n about their classma‘res

interests and likes. ' | 1 i ‘ '

l | 'I *4
Each class s‘rar‘r?d the school's ?L/pmg program. 'This program will helppur'
students to become morne efficient at typing. The Tprogr'am is avallqﬂe '
for use at home. The Typing Club program we,bsn‘e is v g ;;"
https: //readmg‘ron typingclub.com. Students log in using their userr’m@ es
and passwords. Please email me for‘ assistance with this new program. 7
Students will also be practicing during computer fb time. !

$ '.
Please visit theschooliwebsite and go to The’ computer section under
“classrooms” for age dappropriate educational websites you can enjoy at
home. | / I i e

Al
|




Reminders

A gr"\ea‘r way to
r‘gvuew and

“Spanish website |
or direct access
he links.

i

| Character
orner

We ;[have |

say(in Spanish:

‘riendliness
' “"Amistad”

Up next:
Gratitude

|

learned how to

Dear Parents, r

What a wonderful start we ‘had this 'yearl

Kindergartners are learning color's anbers (up to 10) their
names and how to greet someone in Spamsh Each student can
follow simple commands in Spanish and they love the book

Oso Pardo, Oso Pardo (Brown Bear, r'own Bear) by Eric Carle.

First graders have studied nurnbér's t to 1'h|r'1'y colors, fhe
days of the week and how to follow basic commands in
Spanish. Students are also Iear'nmg he Spanish words for the
different types of weather. Each class was exposed to
vocabulary related to our Hglloweenqi:arojecf..

The 'second graders are learning aboLf aspects of the
in detail (how to state the date, sedson and weather.)
addition, they are explor'mg the words for different
clothing, which they are gomg to connect }wn‘h colors anc
weather. ' | | it

S 1

The third gr'pder's are describing what thgy have in their

backpack, ba'l'h orally and written. V‘\ :
h o |

Second and Lrhlr'd grader‘s expemenced 'rhe Mexican Hohdh i wil:

“El Dia de los Muertos” (The Day of 1'he Fead) by r'eadmé a

book and wm‘chmg a vudeo

| "'" h;f -
: ) ) M)
Saludos, il

Sefiora de los Santos
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)Hl
Tcﬂen ourage I
confidence and an
awareness|of their
trengths, |
students pulla

eginning of

hsession.
dents improve
heir posifive
“self-talk” skills as
they i cr' ase their

vocabulary, one
seSS|qn t a time.

|

Our WHS studanms afera;nh cmg ﬂmar

co;mmumeatmn sklllsp:!

Spe

therapy serwcas are pmﬂnd

h and 'Iamqw
tq our stmdpnts




